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President’s Letter
Welcome Pulp Enthusiasts –

“We Ink ‘em Up!”

Summer break is wrapping up and we are embarking on the start of another
year. The lineup for programs will be great as we’re reaching out to other like
minded groups to have them share their passion with us. Topics include – water
color, colored pencils and fountain pens. These folks will be giving us a peek into
their world and maybe they’ll see a glimpse into ours. Building bonds and
reaching beyond our boundaries only makes us stronger and it never hurts to make
new friends.

Presidential Seal By Janell Wimberly

The Tree Whispers project got a big boost with a late summer play day. A total of
139 rounds were created on the hot summer day of 22 July. There will be rounds given out at the next meeting.
You may take no more than two at time and they must be returned to me prior to getting any additional rounds.
The absolute deadline to return all rounds (complete or not) will be the November meeting as I will be sending
them to Austin for their exhibit. The 139 rounds created at our fun day paves the way for us to exceed our goal
to contribute 100 rounds to their exhibit. The round can be decorated, drawn on, poem written (these are rough
and will bleed so choose your writing tool and medium carefully), whatever your heart desires. Maybe an
anonymous letter to a tree? Check out the Treewhispers blog https://treewhispers.com/blog/
There come times in our lives that are turning points. Decisions, or choices, we make or made set us on a
different path. Marriage/divorce, buying/selling a home, going to college, choosing a career, having a baby or
when a grandchild comes into the family; these events change our future trajectory in major ways. Some of
these can be planned for others simply happen and it’s how we deal with these decisions that mold who we are.
This is my final year as President of Kaligrafos and I’ve truly enjoyed helping lead our great guild along with
the fabulous board that keeps me in check. Not only is the President the face of the guild; it is their
responsibility to present the actions/decisions made by the board. Not everyone agrees with the collective
decision and that’s “okay”, but keep an open mind that it’s not personal and you should not judge the person
solely on the message delivered; aka don’t shoot the messenger. Keeping an open mind is the way to move
forward. Just because it’s always been done this way doesn’t mean it’s the best/most efficient way. It very well
could have been the best way at one time, but things change…. just keep that in mind…. things change and we
must evolve. Change is coming for Kaligrafos. Would you like to be our next President?
Looking ahead we have Yves Letterme coming in September for a Workshop on Drawn Capitals. See
Sherry/Betty for details and sign up. The “MINI’S” are back again this year and the lineup is Spectacular.
Betty will have all the details for us!
Also, our summer exhibit God and Country is still up at the LLUMC. The strike date is 17 August. Make a trip
or another trip and grab some friends to go see it!
Our next exhibit is coming up this fall and will be up during Halloween at the Masterpiece Gallery in Frisco.
I’m thinking ghosts, goblins, and Edgar Allen Poe…. What about you? More details forth coming but see
Margaret if you would be available to help.
Don’t laugh too hard when you read this. But, it’s all about planning and even though Valentine’s Day is
seemingly forever away designing, writing, printing, mailing doesn’t happen overnight and the end of the year
is packed with holidays! We need a Ring Leader and several point people to have it run smoothly. Reach out
now to Cynthia or myself to get this HEART THUMPING!
Cheers!
Thomas

General Meetings 2nd Saturdays at 10:00am – noon
Come early to socialize 9:30am to 10:00am
Meeting Location
First United Methodist Church
503 N. Central Expressway, Richardson, TX 75080
Second Floor, Room 217A

Returning to the Richardson location.
Workshops
Sept 30-Oct 1 Yves Letterme • Drawn Letters

General Meetings Schedule
August 12th • The Art of the St. John’s Bible
September 9th • Watercolor & Techniques
October 14th • The Bridwell Library – Rare
Books & Manuscripts
November 11th • Annual Bazaar & Guild
Member Panel Discussion
January 13th • Fountain Pens & Inks
February 10th • Annual Valentine Social
March 10th • TBD
April 14th • Colored Pencils & Techniques
May 12th • TBD

BOARD MEMBERS
Executive Board
Thomas Burns, President
June Baty, Vice President
Rick Garlington, Treasurer
Jeri Wright, Secretary
Committee Chairpersons
Sherry Barber, Communications
Margaret Mall, Exhibits
Nettie Richardson, Fund Raising
Randy Stewart, Historian
Brenda Burns, Library
Eric Doerr, Membership
Trish Manche, Newsletter
Cynthia Stiles, Programs
Betty Barna, Workshops

Board Meetings
August 6th • Cynthia’s Place
December 9th • Tom’s Place
March 3rd • Margaret’s Place
June 2

nd

• Rick’s Place

The Kaligrafos Newsletter is published 9 times
yearly in the months of regular meetings.
Send art, articles, announcements or
comments to newsletter@kaligrafos.com

Welcome our new members:
Nicholas Anderson
Cynthia Henson
Suzanne Holmes
James Ivey
Monica Winters

August Program
The Art of the St. John’s Bible
Most of us in this group are familiar with Donald Jackson and his role in the
creation of the Saint John’s Bible. Overall and specifically the work itself is
incredible. We as calligraphers can truly appreciate what it took to achieve what
he did, the work that went into it and what it took to create this in today’s
contemporary world. Or do we?
I’m looking at this thinking Donald Jackson is a true master in the field of
calligraphy and it’s arts but what did it take for him to achieve what he did with
the Saint John’s Bible? How did he do that?!!! That could take hours (days even)
so we will focus on two or three of his key artistic pieces.
Still time to renew Kaligrafos
Membership!
2017-2018 Membership
• $25.00 individual
membership
• $35.00 family
membership
Please pay your renewal* and
send your updated information
to Membership committee
chairman, Eric Doerr.

New annual directory and
nametag/membership cards
available at the August 12th
meeting.
See the form in the newsletter or
find it on our website under
About Us/Join Us.
St. John’s Bible art

*Checks payable to Kaligrafos.

Look what’s new….

Paper Making Playdate
By Jeri Wright
Early Saturday morning on July 22nd, a group of Kaligrafos members met at Tom and Brenda
Burns’ home to make paper rounds for the upcoming 2018 Tree Whispers exhibit in Austin, Texas.
It was expected to be a hot, sultry day and did not
disappoint as Tom, June Baty, Eric Doerr, Linda Harrison,
Nicole Black and daughter Brooke, Suzanne Levy,
Cynthia Stiles and Jeri Wright went to work. The tables
were set up and covered with towels and interfacing fabric
(for ease of process). The old blenders were filled with
water, shredded paper and dried flower pieces to be
blended into a watery pulp.
This pulp was then poured
into large plastic containers
suitable for dipping the
screens into. Slowly the
screens were lowered into
the pulpy water and pulled
straight up to create the wet
rounds of paper. The
screens were made with
embroidery hoops with screen pulled taut and tightened in the hoop,
both plastic and wooden hoops were used. After a short setting for
the excess water to drain off,
the hoops were turned over.
This puts the wet paper
rounds directly onto the
interface fabric and a large thirsty sponge is pressed into the
backside of the screen to soak up even more of the excess
water. After enough water has been soaked up, the hoop can
be carefully lifted leaving the nicely formed paper round
ready for drying in the sun.
Around lunchtime, Tom fired up the Big Green Egg and
proceeded to cook some mighty fine brats. Everyone had
brought a little something to share and a feast was then
consumed. Back to the paper making process afterwards to
finish up the rounds. Final count was around 139 paper
rounds dried and ready for embellishment and lettering.
Thanks to everyone who came to help out. As a volunteer organization it takes dedicated people to
keep the guild moving forward. All members will have the opportunity to become involved in this
particular movement by decorating a paper round for this Tree Whispers exhibit. These handmade

paper rounds will be available at the August meeting . . . we encourage you to take one (or two
or three) for this project. You will be expected to return your rounds at one of the future
meetings (fully decorated and ready to hang) so it can become a part of this permanent exhibit.

Don’t know what Tree Whispers is all about? Check out their website at treewhispers.com. The
theme as you might guess is ‘trees’, which leaves the imagination wide open for decorating these
rounds. Come be a part of this wonderful project. We hope to have the exhibit travel to Dallas in
the future so you can experience this wonderful installation in person. All paper rounds become
the permanent property of the exhibit.

Mixed Media Backgrounds by Rick Garlington
Review by Trish Manche
Rick Garlington gave us an awesome presentation on Mixed Media background techniques at our
May meeting. He does an outstanding job of layering the same mediums as well as a variety of
others with amazing results.
In the first portion of the presentation, Rick began by rubbing a
Ranger Distressed Ink pad direct on a non-stick craft mat. This
process can be repeated in a couple of different colors. This ink is
water reactive so after spritzing with water, drag a piece of cold
press watercolor paper through the ink to get a unique background.
Rick recommends the cold press watercolor paper because it does
not warp when it gets wet with this process. At this point you can
set it aside to dry or use a heat tool (found at most local craft stores)
to dry the ink. If you feel the piece needs additional coverage, you
can drag it once more through the ink or blot it onto the craft mat.
Drying it before adding additional ink allows you to “layer” the ink
vs. putting wet ink onto wet ink which will blend, however, and don’t over layer to avoid a “muddy”
effect. He also talked about Ranger Distressed Oxide Ink, a pigment ink, with a chalky appearance.
This ink is also water reactive and when you spritz with water creates an oxidized appearance. You
can do the same process as above and get a slightly different look.
Rick recommends making samples with your ink pads at full strength as well as the appearance
when water is added so you can see what the result will be without ruining multiple pieces of paper.
It’s a good idea to use both white and black
paper for variety. When you are ready to
make a project, you already know what to
expect from your product.
Other products he talked about available
from Lindy’s Stamp Gang:
Starburst Shimmer Spray provides vibrant color with a shimmer for your project
Moon Shadow Spray also shimmery but has a base of walnut ink that
works well for vintage pieces.
There are other companies that make wonderful sprays that add a bit of
pizazz to your pieces, including Dylusions, Tattered Angels Glimmer
Mist, Adirondack, and Ranger Distress Stain Spray. Adirondack in can
be used for lettering. Another technique is to lay a stencil on the paper
and spray then in addition to this piece you can lay a plain piece of card
stock on top to get a reverse image creating a second piece to use.
Rick advises the best way to store any spray with mica powder is on its
side so the mica does not settle to the bottom of the bottle. This
storage method will keep the sprayer from clogging. When you shake
this type of spray, shake it gently from side to side to blend.

Alcohol ink can be used for interesting backgrounds as well. Instead of buying expensive glossy paper, you
can purchase inexpensive photo paper and add drops alcohol ink then mist with rubbing alcohol or Ranger
Alcohol Blending Solution. This will move the ink around create some different tints and create a unique
pattern.
Rick also mentioned a product called Perfect Ink Refresher that will
revive your dried out water based ink pads. You can make your own
by putting 2 ounces of water in a spray bottle then add 8 drops of
glycerin (found at Whole Foods).
There was so much information I couldn’t write fast enough to
capture it all on paper. If you have questions about sprays, inks, or
awesome backgrounds, Rick can certainly steer you in the right
direction. I have added some pictures of beautiful backgrounds that
were not from the presentation but illustrate his awesome skill.
Thank you Rick, for a fun and educational presentation.

God & Country Exhibit
By Margaret Mall

A total of 10 calligraphic artists participated in the God &
Country Exhibit at the Lover’s Lane United Methodist
Church. One of the artists was from the Waco Guild and
two other artists. There was an excellent turn out for the
Celebrate America reception. It was after the choral
presentation at LLUMC. This event always provides a lot of
traffic to view pieces on display.

Additional Art from God &
Country Exhibit

Thank you to all
those who
participated.

HARVEY'S HELPFUL HINTS
By Harvey Anton
The vintage HUNT #100 GREY NIB has the nib spotlight shining on it this month! It is
smaller than average in size, but has a delightful snap to the tines allowing for wide
swells and delightfully fine upstrokes. This nib will soon become your “go to” nib in
your collection as it reduces your down stroke pressure which reduces your hand
fatigue. Come by my table at the meetings to try one out – you won't be disappointed.
Buy several because when you touch it to paper, you will discover the beauty of it's
action.
A wonderful “dipping cup” is a single candlestick crystal or plastic holder (purchased at
any craft store) which can hold a good supply of ink, and can be used with either broad
or pointed nib pens. Be sure to secure it to your writing table so that it won't get
knocked off. When not in use you can keep out dust and critters by inserting a wine
cork into the mouth of the holder. This can be a very useful tool every time you use
your ink.
Keep a dusting brush handy for removing your erasure crumblies from your work.
Make sure the ink has dried before using it. And for that purpose you should keep a hair
dryer close by when using ink – to help the ink dry faster.
Did you know Pelikan 4001 (black ink) dries permanently? It is very pleasant to use,
water based, and a dense black when dry.
To give your paper an “aged” look you can use coffee or tea in a “mister” to spray the
paper, or dip a cotton ball into the liquid to dab on the paper. By tearing the paper edges
slightly, or cutting out small pieces from the sides, then dab the paper, will give an
authentic look.
Baby wipes will help remove ink stains from hands and fingers if the ink hasn't dried
and set. Also use paper coffee filters as pen wipes – will not leave lint.
Tension adds up over writing time so: using your head “write” numbers 1 thru 10 with
your head to help loosen up. If you are really tight “write” the whole alphabet with your
head. One of the best methods to relax is to take a 15-30 minute break every hour or so.
You will find that this helps reduce hand fatigue also.
To keep an ink blotter handy: stand a roll of paper towels or a roll of bathroom tissues
on your work area – out of the way, but handy enough to reach. Be safe, not sorry.
For beautiful calligraphy, contact me for your vintage nibs and supplies at:
penstaff@verizon.net, H) 469-320-9754, C) 817-470-2735 (I have moved). Remember
that Kaligrafos receives 10% of the sale. Harvey Anton– til next month...

Practice Time
Compiled by Randy Stewart
,
.

.
,

Irrigation of the land
with seawater
desalinated by fusion
power is ancient. It's
called 'rain'. Michael

If the words do not
add up, it’s usually
because the truth
wasn’t included in
the equation.

I’m a secondhand vegetarian. Cows eat grass, I eat cows.

A waist is a terrible thing to mind. Jane Caminos
Book Reviews
Are you looking for an opportunity that will help others, fill a need and be educational
for you too?
How about writing a book review? This could assist new calligraphers with finding
books that might help them in their calligraphic journey. Simply write a few lines in an
email about a book that you found helpful. The reviews will be published in both a
future newsletter For more information, please contact Trish Manche.

Preparing Your Artwork for An Exhibit
For the next few months, Exhibit Chair, Margaret Darphin Mall, will present various
helpful suggestions on matting, framing, and hinging art work in preparation to hang
your work in exhibits and/or your home. The articles can all be found at:
http://www.logangraphic.com/blog/purpose-matting/
Hope you enjoy this month’s article on The Purpose of Matting.

The Purpose of Matting
Matting is a border that surrounds artwork. It is usually made from mat board, a type of
board manufactured especially for this purpose. The mat board is cut to size, then one or
more holes (openings) are cut in the mat board to serve as windows for displaying art. The
mat provides important practical functions, and it has a visual purpose as well.

Presentation
Mats are an important part of the visual presentation in picture framing. Matting can be
used to highlight a color in the artwork or room decor, accent a shape in the art, or simply
increase the size to make a dramatic display (especially for small pieces). Matting may
consist of a single piece of mat board with one rectangular opening cut in it, but there are
also double mats, triple mats, oval mats, and numerous other decorative shapes and styles.

Support
The mat and its backing board provide a sandwich of support for artwork. The
mat protects (and hides from view) the hinges or other means of attachment
that hold the art in place. Artwork may be attached to the underside of the
window mat if the picture is small, or to the backboard for larger pieces.
Attachment to the backing board is preferred by professional framers.

Matting can help to protect artwork. For artists and collectors, a mat allows unframed art to
be handled without touching the art.

Air Circulation
A mat allows air circulation between the art and the glazing material (the glass or plastic
sheet that covers the art in a frame.) This air space is important: prints, photographs, and
needlework should not be placed directly against glazing because moisture that condenses
inside a framed piece becomes trapped and could cause mildew, mold and buckling. Glossy
art pressed against glazing may stick to it.

Room for Expansion
Because paper expands and contracts with changes in humidity in the environment, space
must be allowed within a frame for paper artwork to move a little bit, from side to side and
top to bottom. Artwork properly suspended in a mat has room for these movements.

Drawn Capitals
with Yves Leterme
Sept 30-Oct 1, 2018 9:30-4:30

Yves Leterme is a professional calligrapher and lettering artist, living near the fair city of Bruges, Belgium.
“Letters act as practical and useful signs, but also as pure form and inner melody,” Kandinsky once mused and
I couldn’t agree more. Ironically, as the handwritten word threatens to disappear, we find ourselves all the more
enraptured by graceful, expressive and skillful handwriting.
He has taken it upon himself to help preserve the revered tradition of artful lettering and illustrate its relevance,
even in this digital age. This may sound like a lofty goal, but it’s actually quite fun.

Drawn Capitals with Yves Leterme
Count me in:
Name
Phone
email
Payment enclosed, $140

Sept 30 - Oct 1, 2017

Kaligrafos Calligraphy Society
Presents at Frisco Fine Art, 7227 Main Street, Frisco, TX 75034
F a l l 2 0 1 7 E x h i b i t

September 30 through December 1, 2017
Reception to be Announced
Frisco Fine Art, 7227 Main Street, Frisco, TX 75034
If you cannot get your own artwork to Frisco Fine Art on the
morning of September 29 between 10:00 and 11 AM please have
another person take it to the gallery or drop it off at Margaret
Mall's home NOT LATER than Thursday, September 28 by 4:00
PM. Her address is 9709 Smokefeather Lane, Dallas, TX 75243

Submit digital photo/.jpeg or .png no later than September
18, 2017 to margaret@calligraphyartstudio.com
A) One high quality photo (.jpeg or .png) of your artwork.
B) Title of the artwork
C) Sale price of the artwork

NOTE: Each artist may enter up to 3 pieces for this exhibit.
Fill out the one of the following and include with each one of your entries.
1) Attach this form to the back of your entry. One per entry.

2) Attach this to the wrapping of your entry.

Name:
Address:

Name:
Address:

Title:

Title:

Phone:

Value:

Phone:

Value:

ENTRY FORM: Send this and all materials to Margaret Darphin Mall at
margaret@calligraphyartstudio.com (one PER entry)

Artist:

Title of Work:

Media:
Size:

Artwork value:

Contact Phone:

For Sale? Circle One:

Yes

No

E-Mail:

Release: I agree to comply with the show rules of Kaligrafos and will not hold Kaligrafos Calligraphy Society or
Frisco Fine Art liable for damage/loss of artwork.
Signed:

Date:

NOTE: There is no group insurance applied to this exhibit. If you wish to insure your piece, you must purchase insurance
privately. PLEASE USE PEXIGLASS OR ACRYLIC WHEN FRAMING ARTWORK. USING GLASS INCREASES RISK OF DAMAGE.
The above noted organizations are not held responsible for damage. NOTE: Attach artist materials A, B, C above digitally
(.PDF, .jpeg, .png) or as hard copies when submitting your work. CONTACT: margaret@calligraphyartstudio.com for
more information.

Kaligrafos
Calligraphy Guild

Membership fees:
$25.00 Single
$35.00 Family
Make checks payable to “Kaligrafos”

Mail completed form and check to membership chairman at:
Kaligrafos Membership
P.O. Box 831118
Richardson, TX 75083
Date of Application MM/DD/YYYY:

_______/_______/____________

Name:

______________________________________________

Address:

______________________________________________

City, State & Zip Code:

______________________________________________

Phone Number:

______________________________________________

Email:

______________________________________________

Birth date MM/DD:

_______/_______

Kaligrafos is a non-profit organization created for the benefit and ongoing enrichment of its members.
The more you get involved, the more you benefit. Volunteer – you’ll meet some really neat people!
Please check items below that you would be interested in helping with to support the guild that gives
you a place to grow and learn.
☐ Communications

☐ Exhibits

☐ Fund Raising

☐ Historical

☐ Library

☐ Membership

☐ Newsletter

☐ Programs

☐ Workshops

☐ Refreshments

☐ Lettering

☐ ________________

Exhibit Opportunity!

FIRST FRUITS
October 2017
Goodrich Gallery
First United Methodist Church, Dallas
1928 Ross Ave. Dallas, TX 75201
Goodrich Gallery announces an art call for submissions to a juried art competition with the theme, First
Fruits. The Gallery encourages you to submit your best depiction or interpretation of this theme for inclusion
into its October, 2017 exhibition. First Fruits will celebrate the gifts and blessings of God which you have
personally experienced. From ancient times Scripture tells of celebrations where the people have brought
offerings of their first fruits to bless and honor our Lord. What are your fruits or gifts or blessings? We look
forward to seeing how your creativity embraces the theme of First Fruits!
ARTISTS: Please submit up to two entries to the juried competition which incorporate your interpretation
of the theme of the exhibit. Selected artists will be featured in the month long exhibition in Goodrich Gallery
at First United
Methodist Church in the heart of the Arts District in downtown Dallas, and receive recognition on the church
website. An Opening Reception honoring the artists will be held Sunday, October 1, 2017, 12:00 to 2:00
following the worship service. During the exhibition visitors will have an opportunity to cast ballots for the
People's Choice Award. On Sunday, October 29, 2017, at 12:30, the top three winners will be announced,
with a prize award going to the overall winner. At that time exhibitors may take any unsold art work with
them.
To enter please submit your entry in the attached form by Midnight, Tuesday, August 1, 2017 for
consideration of participating in the juried art exhibition. Please review the following requirements to
be considered for the show. Acceptance letters will be sent via email on Monday, August 21, 2017.
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•

•
•
•

Please title your file like this: title, size, artist.jpg.
Upload entry specifications: Maximum width 2500px wide at 72dpi/ 180dpi. Accepted artists will be
featured through our online media.
Submit a headshot in addition to your artwork for publicity purposes. Please include your name,
medium and website url.
All 2D work must be suitably framed and wired for hanging. Gallery wrapped canvas is also
acceptable. Work should not exceed 48"x48".
Art work must be original. Work done in a production studio, classes or workshops, work from
kits, commercial designs, and derivative work is prohibited. All work must be new and not
previously shown at the Goodrich Gallery.
Work may be offered for sale or marked NFS on the entry form. The Gallery will retain 25% of any
sales. Please take this into consideration when determining the sales price. Sales tax is the
responsibility of the artist.
Artists must include in the online registration a statement describing how the entry relates to the
theme First Fruits.
Acceptance letters will include important dates and an exhibition contract to be completed and
returned via email or fax to Music & Arts office in First United Methodist Church. (Rejection
notification emails will follow promptly.)
Insurance of art work is the responsibility of the artist.
Work must have index card with artist's name, title of work, price and contact information attached to
the back of the work.
All art work must be delivered to the Music and Arts office, 1928 Ross Ave., Dallas, TX 75201,
on Thursday, September 21, 2017, between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. If there is a conflict please call

