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THE BUSINESS OF CALLIGRAPHY 
WITH NICOLE BLACK  

and the annual Bazaar 



President’s Letter 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
And so we enter November and the kick off to the seasons; deer, football, hockey, Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, New Years and the one that encompasses them all...... the season of Eating! Instead of 
grabbing that drum leg, cinnamon bun, cookie, plate of wings, or bowl of chips and queso, reach for 
your pen, journal, ink, H2O, and gel pens. Trust me when I tell you they won’t stay on the hips or 
tummy after the season is over and you might just get that inspiration for your next exhibit piece or 
pen a letter to friend that is long over due. 
 
Can you believe there have been 3, yes, 3 mini workshops since our last meeting; June Baty did 
Zentangles, I had an intro to dip pens, and Jeri taught an intro in Copperplate minuscules! Wow! I 
hope those who have taken any of these have enjoyed them. I would like to get feedback since this is 
our pilot year to find out if this is something you would like to see continued. Please drop myself or 
Sherry a note. I’m sure our newsletter editor would love to get a blurb from any of those who 
attended for the newsletter. There are 3 more scheduled for our calendar year, Rick in January (ruling 
Pen), Betty in February and Linda Jones in March, both doing italic. 
 
It’s Bazaar time! Bring a friend, a neighbor, someone you just met at the coffee shop this morning.... 
There will be all kinds of hand crafted or art related supplies, so don’t forget to bring your cash, 
check, or plastic (you can charge this year again as Rick or I will have a square for payment). And if 
you are bringing items to sell please make sure there is a price marked for each item and your initials 
or identifier so we know who to pay. 10% of the proceeds will go to Kaligrafos. 
 
The program this month is The Business of Calligraphy; how fitting is that with our Bazaar? Nicole 
will be leading us through the ins and outs she has learned with her own thriving calligraphy 
business.  
 
This is the last letter of the year. May your Holidays be packed with family and friends and your 
stockings filled with paper and ink. Be safe, stay warm, and don’t let your nib dry out! 
 
Humbly yours, 
Thomas Burns 
 

“We Ink ‘em Up!” 
Presidential Seal By Janell Wimberly	

	

 
 
Fellow Mark Makers -  
 
All is calm and “write” in the world again as all superheroes have 
conquered the undead, zombies, and villains. I was called “scrooge” 
this year for not passing out candy. Although Halloween is a favorite 
“holiday” of mine it has taken a backseat with so many other 
responsibilities. Maybe next year I’ll embrace the spirit of Halloween  
again. I think as our youngest grandson gets older it’ll be fun for 
Grandpa again! 



BOARD MEMBERS 
 

President:  
Thomas Burns 

Vice President:  
Betty Barna 

Treasurer:  
Rick Garlington 

Secretary:  
Jeri Wright 

Exhibits:  
Margaret Mall 

Historian:  
Randy Stewart 

Library:   
Brenda Burns 

Membership:   
Eric Doerr 

Newsletter:   
Trish Manche 

Programs:   
Cynthia Stiles 

Fund Raising:  
Javier Mardones-Hermosilla  

Communications & Workshops: 
Sherry Barber	

2016-2017 CALENDAR 
 

General Meetings - 2nd Saturdays 10:00am 
Come early at 9:30am for social time. 

November  12th• Nicole Black - 
The Business of Calligraphy 

& 
Annual Bazaar 

 
 

Board Meetings 
 

December 3 1:00pm • Tom’s Place 

February 25 1:00pm • Margaret’s Place 

June 1:00pm • Javier’s Place 

 

Workshops 

April 29-30 Risa Gettler - Visogoth Versals 

          Sept 30-Oct 1 Yves Letterme 
 

8 

Mini Workshops* 
 

Jan 21 - Rick Garlington – Ruling Pen 

Feb 25 - Betty Barna - Italic 

March 25 – Linda Jones – Italic 
 

 

* These are 3 hour sessions in the member's home - 
unless otherwise notified. Must sign up and if too 
many are interested, there will be a random drawing 
for the available slots OR a possible second session. 

 
 
 

The Kaligrafos Newsletter is published 9 times 
yearly in the months of regular meetings.  Send 
art, articles, announcements or comments by 
clicking here. 

Meeting Location 
The Kaligrafos meeting on November 12th, 2016 will be held at the  

Lovers Lane United Methodist Church  
9200 Inwood Road, Dallas, TX 75220  

Look for us in Room C103-105 on the first floor over by the gym on  
the west side of the church campus.	



The Business of Calligraphy 

Have you ever considered using 
your Calligraphy to supplement your 
income?   Is your dream job to work 
at home and letter all day?   Nicole 
Black will be sharing her experience 
of running a  successful Calligraphy 
business.  Come and hear what 
information she has to share.  

Annual Bazaar 
 

Bring items you would like to sell 
marked with the price and your 
initials.  The item doesn’t have to be 
calligraphy related.  In the past we’ve 
had knitted or crocheted items, 
handcrafted bowls, handcrafted 
papers, even things you no longer use 
that are in good condition. 
 
The annual bazaar is one of two 
fundraisers for our guild during the 
year.  A great way to make some 
extra holiday cash and help out the 
guild, since 10% of each sale will go 
to Kaligrafos. Once everything is 
tallied, our treasurer, Rick Garlington 
will send you a check for your 
portion. 
 
Cash, checks, or credit cards are 
welcome at this event.  You won’t 
want to miss it!  

November Program 



Stone Carving Presentation Review 
 

Written by Trish Manche 

	Javier  Mardones-Hermosilla gave a fabulous 
demonstration of Stone Carving.  He had 
taken instruction with Paul Herrera to learn 
this craft.  
 
There are all different types of tools for 
carving.  What works well on slate and other 
soft rocks such as marble does not work on 
the harder rocks.  Harder rock requires harder 
tools most are made of carbide tungsten.    

 
 
 
 

	
chisel with a piece of metal pipe that had been 
formed to fit his hand.  Keep the same rhythm 
and pressure as you tap-tap-tap.  As you approach 
the endpoints, chisel the end points first, then 
angle the final long cuts toward the corner at a 
more shallow angle. 

Chisels are used with a soft mallet or steel 
tube.  Javier recommends folding a paper 
to an angle of 100 degrees as good tool to 
check your carving. 
 
The design concept for the carving is 
sketched out on paper.  Javier uses Dr. Ph 
Martin Bleed Proof White to paint the 
design on to the stone to indicate where to 
chisel to duplicate the sketch. 
 
To begin, start with the centerline in the 
middle of the piece and angle to the edges 
with the chisel. The carving procedure 
involved rhythmic gentle tapping of the 	



It was interesting how quickly and smoothly 
the letters starting materializing from the 
flat slate! 

Thanks for our photo contributors – Beverly 
Stewart and Sherry Barber. 

To view the progress of your work, you must 
use rubbings.  Javier used a fine grinding 
stone to clean up the flat surface once the 
carving was finished.  
 
An enamel paint was used to paint the letters. 
If you want to apply gilding, a base of 
underpaint is applied because of the absorbent 
nature of slate. He suggested Carbonnel Gold 
Size for gilding and Aqua Mix Enrich & Seal 
to seal.  Coat the final surface of the slate and 
the edges. 

When working on a crescent shape, work 
from each end point toward the center. 
Intersections of letters require a degree of 
care. 

Javier brought in several pieces that he 
had carved to share and inspire. He did a 
fabulous job in presenting the craft of 
slate carving.  

My	thanks	to	Sherry	Barber,	Rick	
Garlington,	and	Suzanne	Levy	for	
sharing	notes	to	make	it	possible	to	
write	the	is	article.		



Javier	assisted	Nicole	Black	in	giving	
this	craft	a	try.	

Thank	you	Javier	for	your	wonderful	
presentation.	



The Image in the Ink 
  

When I was young we ground our ink, 
It gave us then much time to think 
And ponder on the things we’d do 

When our slow rhythmic task was through. 
 

Instead of writing idle lines 
We built our letters in our minds 

And saw each image grow distinct 
In slowly swirling pools of ink. 

 
And things we wrote most never seemed 

As lovely as the things we dreamed, 
But each new project made us think 

We’d rend that image in the ink. 
 

And when we failed we tried anew 
And studied every word we drew 

In hope our eager pens would drink 
Some sip of beauty from the ink. 

  
Revised by Richard Mussett to fit calligraphy 
From “Architects & Architecture” by 
Hubert Hammond Crane. 

Welcome new members: 
 

Marti Boyd & her sister,  
Linda Alexander 
Kara Langford & family 
Joyce & Larry Turner 
Erin Vennell & her daughter,  
Megan Vennell 

Reminder to all Members 
 
Kaligrafos does not meet in 
December.  Please enjoy the 
holidays with your family and 
friends. 
	



Harvey’s Helpful Hints 
By Harvey Anton 

Aah! The Spencerian #1 vintage nib! 
Truly a work of art for a work of art! This 
nib 
is a MUST for any calligrapher worth his/her 
“salt”.  I can’t say enough good things about 
this nib (and nothing bad). It performs like a 
dream (guess that’s why they call it a “dream 
nib”). Perfection in all ways. The flexibility 
of the tines is exemplary with little effort.  
 
There were 3 different versions of this 
nib and at present I have only the first and 
second generations available (older models). 
And my modified Speedball holder will 
accommodate any length nib. Don’t struggle 
with any nib that sticks out too far from the 
holder – life is much too short for frustration, 
and you are not accomplishing anything but 
frustration. By having too much nib sticking 
out too far gives you far less control, and 
your lettering will show you the negative 
results. Try one...and be pleasantly pleased! 
 
Did you know you can reconstitute dried 
up glue sticks? It’s very possible by 
immersing them in water for about an hour, 
dry them off with a towel, and start using 
them again as if they were new. Of course 
you can buy new ones... 
 
 NEVER wash a brush with hot water – 
this dissolves the glue holding the bristles 
under the ferrule. Use cool water, soap, dry 
well, and store them with the bristles 
hanging down. And if you store them in a 
container be sure to add some moth flakes as 
a “critter” deterrent. They love to eat bristles. 
 
Save all your silica gel packets for your 
nibs, brushes, etc. as a moisture absorber. 
This will help keep your nibs and brushes 
moisture and rust resistant. 
	

Make a “Valentine” or “Love” 
envelope using a paper doily. Brush over the 
doily 
with powdered blush and spray with Krylon 
Matte Finish before writing on the envelope. 
Results are bound to please! 
 
When having to write a bunch of 
envelopes here’s a tip you might like to use:  
Cut off the 4 corners of another envelope, stick 
them on your writing table, then slip the 
envelope to be written on into the 4 corners. 
Makes life a bit easier! 
 
Regie Ezell says that the best flourish is 
done on a downstroke. If you want to make a 
flourish with an upstroke simply turn the paper 
around. Sounds much too simple, but it works. 
 
Here’s a good one: use your sewing 
machine to bind small books – use gold or 
bright colored thread. Leave the loose ends 
long enough to accommodate beads, 
and/or trinkets, etc. 
 
Til next month, for beautiful writing, 
peace, harmony and good health, and a most 
Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
Harvey Anton: penstaff@verizon.net,  
H) 972-307- 0172, C) 817-470- 2735  
 
For your vintage nibs, etc.-Kaligrafos receives 
10% of the sale!-win- win-win! 



	

Library Books 
 

Reminder library books are due at the next 
meeting. 

Browse The Library Thing  
 

http://www.librarything.com/catalog/Kaligrafos 
 
After you pick your titles, email your 
selection(s) to library@kaligrafos.com to be 
delivered at the next scheduled meeting.  
 
Please note: 
When requesting a library book from Brenda, be 
sure to put in the subject line “Library Book” or 
“Kaligrafos.” 

Donate Cards 
Donate your handmade cards to 
Membership Chair, Eric Doerr! 

 

Practice 

Tim
e	

 Compiled by 

Randy Stewart 

�

Not�wishing�to�brag,�but�I�
finished�my�14�day�diet	in�
3�hours	and�29�minutes.�

The trick is to not 
let people know how 
really weird you are, 
until it is too late 
for them to back out. 

I not only use all 
the brains that I 
have, but all that I 
can borrow.   
Woodrow Wilson 

 

2016-2017 Membership  
 

Join Kaligrafos Calligraphy Society 
 

• $25 for individual membership 
• $35 for family membership 

 

http://kaligrafos.com/join_us/join_us.html 
 

Please send membership changes of your 
information via email to Eric Doerr 

Courage is resistance to fear, 
mastery of fear - not absence 
of  fear.    Mark  Twain 

Like Kaligrafos on  

Announcements	

Book Reviews 
 

Are you looking for an opportunity that will 
help others, fill a need and be more rewarding 
than you could imagine? The Library 
Committee wants YOU! 
 

We have an extensive library.  Your reviews 
assist members, especially new calligraphers, 
in making selections to assist them in 
expanding their knowledge and perfecting 
their skills. 
 

The reviews will be published in both a future 
newsletter as well as posted on the Library 
Thing. For more information, please contact 
Brenda. 

Walking isn't a lost art: one must, by some means, get to the garage.  Evan Esar 

Brilliance runs in my family, but in a zigzag pattern. 



	

Coming in February 
 

Our Annual Valentine’s 
Day Event 

 

• Exchange awesome valentines  
• Participate in the silent auctions 
• Enjoy delicious food 

 
Come join the celebration and 

see all the unique valentines created by 
members as well as participate in one of 

our guild fundraisers for the year. 
 

Mark your calendars and 
start planning your 

Valentine! 


